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Persuasive Essay Checklist

Name Date

Introduction: Creative opening

(1st Paragraph) State your problem (What are you trying to achieve?)
Summarize Points 1,2, and 3 (from graphic organizer)
State your goal/thesis (from graphic organizer)

Point # 1:

State Point # 1 (from graphic organizer)

(2nd Paragraph) 2-3 reasons “Why?” (from graphic organizer)

Point #2:

State Point # 2 (from graphic organizer)
(3rd Paragraph)

2-3 reasons “Why?’ (from graphic organizer)
Point # 3 State Point # 3 (from graphic organizer)

2-3 reasons “Why?” (from graphic organizer)
Conclusion: Restate your goal/thesis (from graphic organizer)

Summarize Points 1,2, and 3 (from graphic organizer)
Creative Closing

Traylor, M. (2007). Persuasive essay checklist. Unpublished document. Colquitt County
High School. Moultrie, GA.
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Drafting Stage

Engage the interest of the reader

Clearly state your position in a coherent thesis
Base your point of view on sound reasoning and
logic

Use specific details to support position

Address only one issue

Organize logically from beginning to end

|dentify counter arguments and evidence to rebut
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Revising Stage

Work in collaborative pairs

Read your paper aloud to your partner for sense and
clarity

Use “The Sweet Sixteen” revision guide to make
revisions in your persuasive essay

Follow all16 steps
Remember - Introductions engage the reader

Conclusions make the reader think and link the text
to broader issues
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Editing Stage

Collaborative pairs

Read paper aloud slowly

Check word for word

Eliminate spelling errors, grammatical mistakes, and
errors in mechanics

Refer to ENG 1001 Web site:Understanding editing
marks in essays. Retrieved May 14,2007, from
http://www.ivcc.edu/enq1001/

handout errors marks.htm
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Persuaswe Essay Scoring Guide

5 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS (at least two) are insightful, thorough, convincing, and
supported by a variety of compelling evidence that appeals to both logic and emotion. Explains the
main opposing arguments and offers strong rebuttal.

5 ORGANIZATION uses appropriate transitions between and within paragraphs for consistently
clear, smooth, and logical relationships among ideas.

5 STYLE is a “pleasure to read” --—-graceful, uncluttered, rich, and vivid.

5 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are rare or absent.

4 4 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS (at least two) are reasonable, substantial, and supported by
relevant evidence that appeals to both logic and emotion. Explains opposing arguments and offers
rebuttal.

4 ORGANIZATION is logical and appropriate for content, but not as smooth as a 5.

4 STYLE is clear, shows sentence variety, and uses interesting and precise vocabulary.

4 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are occasional.

3 3 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS are mostly understandable and on topic, but evidence is limited
and explanations are often too simple, obvious, brief, vague, or illogical. May mention opposing
arguments, but rebuttal is weak or absent; may ignore key arguments.

3 ORGANIZATION maintains one idea per paragraph, but is simplistic or idea relationships are
sometimes unclear.

3 STYLE is functional but sentence variety and vocabulary are limited or style is lively but wordy.
3 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are frequent.

2 2 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS are too simple, brief, vague, repetitious, hard to follow,
irrelevant, weakly supported, and/or inaccurate.

2 ORGANIZATION show some minor skill but has major flaws — e.g., no controlling idea; poor
paragraphing; redundant sections.

2 STYLE has major flaws — e.g., simplistic, wordy, repetitious, monotonous, often unclear.

2 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors exist in almost every sentence and may interfere with
meaning.

1 1 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS are absent, irrelevant, unsupported by evidence, or incompatible.
1 ORGANIZATION lacks paragraphing and is illogical and confusing or essay is too short to have
any organization.

1 STYLE has such severe flaws that sentences are hard to understand or essay is too short to judge.
1 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are pervasive and obstruct meaning or essay is too short
to judge grammar/mechanics.










Persuasive Essay Scoring Guide 

  5  5 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS (at least two) are insightful, thorough, convincing, and 

supported by a variety of compelling evidence that appeals to both logic and emotion.  Explains the 

main opposing arguments and offers strong rebuttal.   

5 ORGANIZATION uses appropriate transitions between and within paragraphs for consistently 

clear, smooth, and logical relationships among ideas. 

5 STYLE is a “pleasure to read” ----graceful, uncluttered, rich, and vivid. 

5 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are rare or absent. 

4  4 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS (at least two) are reasonable, substantial, and supported by 

relevant evidence that appeals to both logic and emotion.  Explains opposing arguments and offers 

rebuttal.  

4 ORGANIZATION is logical and appropriate for content, but not as smooth as a 5. 

4 STYLE is clear, shows sentence variety, and uses interesting and precise vocabulary.  

4 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are occasional. 

  3  3 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS are mostly understandable and on topic, but evidence is limited 

and explanations are often too simple, obvious, brief, vague, or illogical.  May mention opposing 

arguments, but rebuttal is weak or absent; may ignore key arguments.  

3 ORGANIZATION maintains one idea per paragraph, but is simplistic or idea relationships are 

sometimes unclear.  

3 STYLE is functional but sentence variety and vocabulary are limited or style is lively but wordy.  

3 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are frequent. 

  2  2 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS are too simple, brief, vague, repetitious, hard to follow, 

irrelevant, weakly supported, and/or inaccurate. 

2 ORGANIZATION show some minor skill but has major flaws – e.g., no controlling idea; poor 

paragraphing; redundant sections. 

2 STYLE has major flaws – e.g., simplistic, wordy, repetitious, monotonous, often unclear. 

2 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors exist in almost every sentence and may interfere with 

meaning. 

  1  1 IDEAS AND EXPLANATIONS are absent, irrelevant, unsupported by evidence, or incompatible. 

1 ORGANIZATION lacks paragraphing and is illogical and confusing or essay is too short to have 

any organization. 

1 STYLE has such severe flaws that sentences are hard to understand or essay is too short to judge. 

1 GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS errors are pervasive and obstruct meaning or essay is too short 

to judge grammar/mechanics. 
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Sweet Sixteen Revision
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Ideas

Unity: You have one clear thesis that responds to the assigned task, and all the ideas in your
essay help to support that thesis.

Insight: Your ideas are thoughtful and stimulating, yet reasonable and true to the material.

Argument: You prove your ideas clearly, logically, and completely. You fully prepare the reader
to understand each sentence and its purpose in your paper.

Evidence: The quality and quantity of evidence strongly supports your ideas and shows
thorough knowledge of the material.

Organization
Introduction: Your first paragraph engages the reader and introduces a clear thesis or purpose.

Paragraphing: Each body paragraph sticks to one idea, and each idea is discussed in only one
body paragraph.

Flow: Your main ideas are presented in a logical and effective order, made
clear via topic sentences, paragraph conclusions, and transitions.
Conclusion: You conclude with a graceful reminder of your thesis.

Style

Conq{seness: You express ideas simply and clearly without wasted words or unnecessary
repetition.

Vocabulary: Your choice of words is interesting and precise but not pretentious.

Stenttence Structure: Your sentences are strong, graceful, and suitably varied in length and
structure.

Vividness: You enliven your writing with concrete language, fresh and specific detail, and
metaphor without cliché.

Grammar
Sentence Sense: Your writing is free of run-on sentences and fragments.
Grammar and Usage: You follow the rules of Standard English.
Mechanics: Your spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are accurate.
Format: You follow the conventions of documentation

Jago, Carol. (2005). Papers, papers, papers. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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Publishing Stage

Correct all mistakes found in editing
Type a final draft to be scored

Publish work on Meets the Standard
Bulletin Board
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DRAFT COVER SHEET

Name: Date

Essay’ s working title:

What aspect of this draft still needs work?

Where would you like me to focus my attention? Is there a section of the paper that you feel is

particularly weak?

Do you have questions about the assignment or about what you’ ve written so far that you need

answers to? Please ask away!

How can | help you improve this draft?

Jago, C. (2005). Papers, papers, papers. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.









       DRAFT COVER SHEET 

Name: _________________________________    Date_________________________ 

Essay’s working title: _______________________________________ 

What aspect of this draft still needs work? ________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where would you like me to focus my attention?  Is there a section of the paper that you feel is 

particularly weak?  ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have questions about the assignment or about what you’ve written so far that you need 

answers to?  Please ask away!_____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can I help you improve this draft? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Jago, C. (2005). Papers, papers, papers. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
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Etfective persuasive composition

Clearly establishes position
on issue

Fully develops argument
with specific details and
examples

Defends position with
relevant evidence

|dentifies appropriate
audience

Anticipates and counters
audience’ s position

Uses facts, personal
experience and knowledge
to support position

Appeals to logic and/or
emotion

Structure appropriate for
persuasion

Multi-paragraph writing
supports specific side
Engages the reader
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Effective Persuasive Composition

continued

Uses precise language
and varied sentences

Introduces issue, fully
develops position, and
provides sense of
closure

May contain a short
narrative in introduction
or skillful extended
narrative that supports
position

Correct sentences,
usage, grammar, and
spelling make ideas
understandable
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Prewriting Stage

Read topic carefully
Determine your purpose
|dentify your audience

Gather necessary information to substantiate
your stance

Decide on your organizational plan
Complete your graphic organizer
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Persuasive Essay Prompt

Writing Situation
Two of your high school friends are thinking about dropping out
of school. They are juniors, and they tell you they are tired of
books, rules, and useless classes. They want to get full-time
jobs, so they can buy a car, get an apartment, and live the good
life. Some students in your class think your friends are doing the
right thing while others disagree. What do you think?

Directions for Writing

Write a letter to your friends explaining why you support or oppose
their decision to leave school. Include reasons and evidence for
your opinion.










Persuasive Essay Prompt 

Writing Situation 

     Two of your high school friends are thinking about dropping out 

of school.  They are juniors, and they tell you they are tired of 

books, rules, and useless classes.  They want to get full-time 

jobs, so they can buy a car, get an apartment, and live the good 

life.  Some students in your class think your friends are doing the 

right thing while others disagree.  What do you think?   

Directions for Writing 

Write a letter to your friends explaining why you support or oppose 

their decision to leave school.  Include reasons and evidence for 

your opinion.   
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PERSUASIVE ESSAY ORGANIZER

Name: Date:

INTRODUCTION

Main Idea Topic Sentence:

Supporting Reasons:  Body 1
Body 2

Body 3

Conclusion sentence:

BODY #1

Reason #1

Detail/Example 1

Detail/Example 2

Detail/Example 3

Conclusion sentence:

BODY #2
Reason #2

Detail/Example 1

Detail/Example 2

Detail/Example 3

Conclusion sentence:

BODY #3
Reason #3

Detail/Example 1

Detail/Example 2

Detail/Example 3

Conclusion sentence:

CONCLUSION

Restate Main Idea:

Restate Supporting Reasons: 1

2

3

Recommendations and/or Predictions:

1 Go222






——

Effective persuasive composition
- Cloory abihengason + Uses facs,porsonst-

ey exporance na nowdge
- Fubydovopracgument 10 uppon st

N Spocte deaasand.+ Appealto g andr
e aonon

« Defondsposionwit + Seucro approprate o
« oo sppropts+ Mt paragraoh witng
e sugponsspecc e

- Ankcstos st courtrs+ Engages h reader
Sdonee'sposion

ffective Persuasive Composition

continued
= Uses precise anguage = May contan a short
and varid sentoncos. n nvoducton

intoduces ssue, ully extended

evelops posiion, and  narative tat supports

provides sanse of positon

Gosure = Coractsentences,
usage, grammar, and
speling mako deas.
inderstandable




